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Attendance:  Jean Lupton (Treasurer), Corinne Poland (Secretary), Janice Cope, Graham 

Elliot, Julie Rowlinson, Peter Pepios, Sarah Batten-Plowright, Chris Cooke, 

Elaine Cooke, Emma Thomas, Katy Paterson, Lynn Sefton, Livvy Sefton, 

Tony Prior, Heather Wrigglesworth, Kevin Miller, Mike Ronan, Robert 

Parkinson, Peter Hampshire 

Apologies:  Chris Smedley (Chairman), Jean Davis, Simon Kilbey, Julian Rose, Pam 

Rose, Simon Bentley, Pat Baker  

1. Minutes of previous meeting  

1.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record  

2. Matters arising 

2.1 Energy self-sufficiency: This matter will be discussed at the Parish Council meeting.   

2.2 Playground improvements: Corinne reported that a consultation process has started, 

with a questionnaire distributed at the gala and online.  Heather stated that the Parish 

Council is supportive of improvements to the playground.   

2.3 May Day gala: Peter, Julie, Katy, Emma, Heather and Corinne manned the forum tent 

at the gala.  Emma reported that there was interest in the poster display produced by 

Graham but that fewer people had sought information about the forum compared with 

last year.  Emma suggested a more effective way of promoting the work of the forum 

would be to have a permanent noticeboard in the village square outside the 

Cooperative store.  Emma to discuss with Simon Kilbey and Graham to ask Nicala if 

there are requirements around display boards in the village. 

3. Revised constitution / committee 

3.1 Tony explained that he originally developed a constitution for the forum to support 

funding applications.  Julie proposed that the structure of the forum is changed to 

encourage more regular attendance and help projects to be progressed.  She 

suggested two types of meetings, a regular meeting with just the committee members 

and a less frequent open meeting, and that the size of the committee is increased. 

3.2 The majority present at the meeting agreed that the committee should meet monthly 

with quarterly open meetings and would be composed of 12 members.  It was agreed 

that this would be trialled and reviewed at the next AGM.  Membership of the 

committee is as follows: Chris, Jean, Corinne, Katy, Emma, Julie, Heather, Sarah, 

Pete, Mike, Peter.  Jean thanked Tony for revising the constitution.   

4. The Queen's 90th birthday celebrations 

4.1 Sarah provided an overview of the day, which is as follows: 

10am - Official opening of the flower bed  

11am - Open air Churches together service on Duffield Close with Firfield school choir 

12.30 - picnic on Duffield Close 

1.30 - Silver players brass band 
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4.2 Sarah suggested selling flags on the day, e.g. 50p each with profit to go to the forum.  

It was agreed that Sarah would organise this. 

4.3 Best house door competition: Peter circulated a flyer for the event and encouraged 

members of the group to enter the competition.   

4.4 Sarah and Peter thanked Graham for producing posters for the events. 

5. Pumpkin party 

5.1 Emma offered to coordinate the event for this year and invited volunteers to help with 

organisation. 

6. It’s your neighbourhood  

6.1 Julie and Emma have developed this project, the plot for the flowerbed has been 

marked out and it will be planted next week.  The crown is ready to be placed in the 

centre.  Julie and Emma expressed their thanks to Pat Adcock who donated £100 to 

the project. 

6.2 The Mayor of Erewash has agreed to open the display; Heather offered to involve the 

bell-ringers.  It was suggested that the press should be notified and Graham offered to 

send details to the local press.   

6.3 Julie has completed the application form for Breaston to be part of ‘It’s your 

neighbourhood’, which is assessed at the end of June. 

7. Quiz night 

7.1 Julie has organised a quiz night to raise funds for the forum, this will take place on 17th 

July at the Chequers.  She has contacted all local groups about entering a team for the 

quiz.   

8. Insurance 

8.1 Julie reminded the group that insurance is required for events which do not take place 

on Duffield Close, although the majority of village events do take place on Duffield 

Close which is covered by the Parish Council’s insurance. 

9. Finance 

9.1 The Forum currently has £1084 in the bank account.  Julie stated that she had raised 

around £110 from bunting sales which will be added to this amount; this is double the 

amount raised last year.   

10. Empty phone box near the Crescent 

10.1 Helen Percival had suggested a book exchange in the phone box.  To be discussed 

at the next meeting. 

11. Any Other Business 

11.1 None 

12. Date of next meeting 

Tuesday 13th September at 7.30pm in the function room of the Chequers. 


