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Attendance:    Chris Smedley (Chairman), Jean Lupton (Acting Secretary and Treasurer)  Julie 

Rowlinson, Mike Ronan, Emma Thomas, Tony Prior, Helen Percival, Sarah Batten-

Plowright, Nancy Plummer, Graham Elliott, Simon Kilbey, Mike Simpson, Heather 

Wrigglesworth, Simon Bentley, Terry Street. 

Apologies:  Pete Pepios, David Down, Sally Jury, Jean Davis, Janice Cope, Robert Parkinson, 

Dawn Sycamore, Nicala O’Leary, Angela Stanyon, Odette Wood, Pat Baker, Maria 

Przeslawski. 

Chris Smedley welcomed everyone to the first AGM of the BCF. He then gave his report  

1 Chairman’s Report 

1.1 The idea of the Forum originated from a conversation between myself and a member 

of the community, who felt that village life would be improved by bringing together 

groups and individuals. We advertised this and our first meeting was held in January 

2012. In January 2014 we formalised things by producing a Constitution, which has 

enabled us to apply for funding. The Constitution outlines our main purpose, which is to 

‘be an open forum which listens to the hopes, dreams, aspirations and concerns of the 

Breaston village community’ and in doing so ‘actively help, build and promote lively 

community activity and a sense of togetherness in the village’. We are all volunteers 

and welcome all to join us to enable us to further our aims.  

We have so far achieved the following: 

 Co-ordination of the Big Lunch Party for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 

 Set up a community web-site (Breaston.info) 

 Set up a Breaston Community Forum facebook page 

 Produce the bi-annual village newsletter 

 Advertised, encouraged and provided bunting to be displayed between St George’s 

Day and the May Day Gala 

 Had a tent at the Gala  

 Advertised and encouraged stars to be displayed during Christmas 

 Provided three memorial Christmas trees in the Memorial Garden 

 Planted bulbs on grass verges thanks to the generosity of the Farm Shop 

 Liaised with the County Council and Parish Council over various issues raised by 

the public 

 Worked with the Parish Council to provide more Christmas tree lights 

 Arranged two Pumpkin Parties  

 Helped maintain the Sensory garden on Duffield Close 

 Yarn Bombing on Duffield Close 

 Successfully applied for funding for a ‘community animators training day’, which is 

about training people to listen to the community and engage and excite people 

about what can be achieved. 

1.2 We need you! We are all busy people and so we can only improve community life with 

backing from the village community. Our next meeting is on 26 January at 7.30 pm in 

St Michael’s church hall. 
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1.3 Our secretary, Doreen Williams sadly passed away in October. I would like to publicly 

thank her for the tremendous work she did on behalf of the Forum.  

2 Treasurers Report  

2.1 The detailed analysis was presented to the meeting with a balance of £1,581.15 at 31st 

of July (end of financial year); this includes the grant of £1,070 for the Community 

Training Day. 

3 Election of Officers 

 Chairman – Revd Chris Smedley 

 Vice Chairman – Tony Prior 

 Acting Secretary – Jean Lupton 

 Treasurer – Jean Lupton 

 Committee Member – Emma Thomas 

 Committee Member – Heather Wrigglesworth 

 Committee Member – Mike Ronan 

4 Close of Meeting 

4.1 There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting. 

   


